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eet your neighbour, Erik Marks,
M Erik grew up in Montreal, and moved
to Ottawa after he completed his law
degree at the University of Windsar.
"My interest was in children's rights,”
explained Erik. *It's one of the reasons
that l went to law school. | had worked

with vulnerable and at-risk youth before
law school as a Big Brother, in community
centre programs, and as a teacher's
assistant in a children's psychiatric
department, Those experiences all
fostered my interest in going into the
field of law, and specifically supporting
vulnerable communities.”

Alter law school, Erik worked with an
international nan—prafit human rights
organization that was dedicated to
protecting children fram the dangers
of exploitation and frafficking. His
experience and expertise made him
a sought-after university speaker to
discuss the role of the legal system
in child safety, and he has published
in several academic journals on child
prodection topics, Erik ook & Tull-lime
teaching pasition at the University of
Ottawa, and worked toward completing
his doctorate.

When life came to a halt with the
pandemic, anidea grew in Erik’s mind of
telling a story that would reach beyond
academic circles. “20 years of experience
working at all levels of child welfare, from
local community centres, to international
human rights groups, propelled me into
this story,” said Erik. "It was an adjustment
to pivot away from the writing of academia
o storytelling,” he laughed, *| had only
dabbled in creative writing priar 1o writing
this story.” The story grew and became
Rescuing Ethon & Gabe: The Fower of
Oine Stoble Committed Relationship,
published in Movember 2024 by
Burnstown Publishing House,

*The novel is inspired by true events,”
explained Erik, "It focuses on the role
of mentorship and the difference it can
make in a person's life. Research sheds
light on why some people develop

the adaplive capacities o overcoms

significant adversity while others do

not. Whether the burdens are the
hardships of poverty, the challenges

of parental substance abuse or serious
mental illiness, the stresses of war, the
threats of recurrent viclence or chronic
neglect, the single most common finding
is that children who end up doing well

in life have had at least one stable and
commitled relationship with a supporiive
acult "

The novel & the story of two bovys: Ethan,
a troubled teenager from a wealthy Jewish
farnily in British Columbia, and Gabe, an
Indigenous boy fram a remale communily
in Narthern Manitoba. The boys have
nathing in commaon except their one stablke
and committed relationship with an ally
they meet named Scott. Their expenences
show hiow one person can change
another's destiny with unexpected and,
sometimes tragic, consequences.

“As someone who has both been a
beneficiary of, and donorto, a stable and
committed relationship with a high risk
teen, | understand the struggles when
learning how 1o frust after Baing hurl

ar abandoned by the people you love,”
Erik explains. “after surviving childhood
trauma, it may seem impossible to see
voursalf ever getting past it and feeling
‘normal.’ But sometimes, if you're open
to it, you find that person who helps you
become the best version of yourself. My
novel tells the story of what happens
when that person is found — and then
suddenly lost.”

Today, Erik teaches at university part-
time, and continues his legal work within
the child welfare system. He hopes his
story ignites a spiril of community and
caring thal can make such an impaoriani
difference in the lives of youth, "It's so
impariant 1o know someone cares aboul
you, is looking out for you, and has

an interast in your success,” said Erik
"There are many organisations dedicated
to supporting and championing youth
that could benefit from volunteers with
kind hearts and a generous spirit.”

Rescuing Ethan and Gabe can be found at
Ruth E. Dickinson library, and on Sunday,
June 1st you can meet the author at Indigo
in Barrhaven (keep up with Erik's social
media for specific timing of the event). The
book can be purchased directly through
the publisher, Burnstown Publishing House,
burnsiownpublishing.com o al the Indigo in
Barrhawven in the Local Authars section, You
can find Erik online at erikbmarks, com, ancd
an varous social media platforms, including
TikTok, ¥, and YouTube @erikhmarks, On
Facebook he is Erik H. Marks.

“The delicote bolonce of mentonng someone
is nof creating them in your own image,
but giving them the opporfunity to create
steven Spielberg

themsolves.”
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